
 

The Acworth Village Store 
1068 Route 123 South Acworth, NH 03607 

603-835-6547 
 

            April 20, 2020 

Dear Greater Acworth Community Members, 

“The Acworth Village Store is run for the benefit of the town and the surrounding area.  Our 

goal is to provide, through the store and store sponsored events, a community gathering place 

for eating, shopping, events or just hanging out.  We feel that community spaces are 

important for the vitality of the town and the surrounding area and we hope we contribute to 

that vitality through the activities and services provided the Acworth Village Store.”   

 

We have used the above paragraph, or some version of it, many times in our letters to the 

community and we still believe very strongly in the feeling that it expresses.  However, we are 

now living in a very unusual time.  In this time we are encouraged not to frequent community 

spaces, not to seek out others; instead we are encouraged to do exactly the opposite, and to 

do it to protect our fellow community members.  We at the store are struggling with this 

contradiction.  And today we wanted to communicate with all of you to let you know that this 

is a continuing effort and that we are neither deaf to the concerns we have heard nor unaware 

of the services that are our responsibility.  We want all of you to be assured that the health 

and wellness of our community is important to us all the time but it is especially important 

now, as we try to formulate ways to balance safety with service.  Striking a balance is not an 

exact science but, please know that we will do our best to balance your concerns with our 

community responsibilities.   

 

That being said, over the next few days we will put up signs asking everyone who comes into 

the store to wear a mask.  If postal or store customers don’t have one to use, we will try to 

have some that we can provide, that is if we can find some masks to purchase.  We will ask 

customers to limit the time they spend in the store, on the porch and in the parking area 

outside.  We will also ask all customers to maintain a six foot space between each other for 

their protection, for the protection of other customers and for the protection of our staff.   

 

 



 

There are seldom large numbers of people at the store at any one time, however, three days a 

week the Fall Mountain School Bus drops off school lunches for students at the store and 

families congregate there to pick them up.  This only lasts for a short time but it brings 10 to 

15 cars to the store for a short period (about 15 minutes).  We will put up a sign asking 

parents and students, who arrive by car, to remain in their cars until it is their turn to pick up 

their lunches, thereby keeping people from congregating on the porch, in the parking lot or in 

the store.  We will also ask those who arrive on foot to remain in family groups as they wait to 

pick up their lunches.   

 

Another challenging concern has been that there are children from several families in our 

town who spend time in the store working on their schoolwork as part of the “distant learning” 

program that is in place for elementary and high school students.  They do this because they 

don’t have access to the internet at home.  For the time being we will continue to allow them 

into the store for this purpose, but they will have to use masks and sit no more than two at a 

table, if from the same family; one per table if not family.  If they are seen by staff playing on 

their computers rather than using them for schoolwork they will be asked to leave.   

 

Please know that we are doing our best to balance safety and service to the community, and 

we ask for your understanding of this ongoing effort and solicit your continued engagement as 

we seek the best road ahead.  As things develop and we hear from others in the community 

we are open to further changes.  Thank you. 

 

        For the Acworth Village Store,  

  

 

        Jim Neidert 

 

        Chairman, Acworth Community Project 

 


